
Mijung IM  
                                 Pianist of Peace & Nature



H e r  p e r fo r m a n c e s  u n i t e  t e c h n i c a l  e x c e l l e n c e  w i t h  
c o n t e m p l a t i v e  d e p t h .

Where music  meets  s i lence,  nature,  and human presence.

Some performances are remembered for their  virtuosity.  Others  remain with us  because of  the 
place they create within the l istener.  Pianist  Mijung IM brings these two dimensions together.

Her playing combines clarity  of  tone,  technical  command,  contemplative depth,  and a deeply  
personal  sense of  musical  presence.  Whether performing in an established concert  hall  or  in  a 
landscape shaped by history,  she approaches music  as  a  l iving encounter—between sound and 
si lence,  memory and hope,  the individual  and the wider human experience.

Through a career spanning the United States ,  Europe,  and Asia ,  she has developed an artist ic  
identity  that is  both classical ly  grounded and unmistakably her own.

“One of the most important pianists of our time.”
                 Maurice Hinson, American pianist, pedagogue, and critic 



The Artist
An Art ist  of  Clari ty,  Depth,  and Presence

Mijung IM’s per formances are d is t inguished by a ref ined tonal  
palet te,  s t ructura l  c lar i ty,  and an unusual  abi l i ty  to create 
st i l lness through music.  Her in terpretat ions reveal  both the 
archi tecture of  a work and i ts  inner emot ional  l i fe .

Her musical  approach br ings inte l lectual  d isc ip l ine and 
spi r i tual  depth in to quiet  d ia logue.  Precis ion,  imaginat ion,  and 
s i lence coexist  natura l ly,  creat ing performances that  are 
powerfu l  wi thout  excess,  in t imate wi thout  sent imental i ty,  and 
deeply expressive wi thout  sacr i f ic ing formal  c lar i ty.

Her reperto i re ranges f rom the Classical  and Romant ic  
t radi t ions to the medi tat ive sound wor lds of  contemporary 
composers.  In  Schubert  and Schumann,  she explores memory,  
vulnerabi l i ty,  and the unfo ld ing of  t ime.  In Rachmaninoff ,  she 
seeks the profound sorrow that  t ranscends the complexi t ies of  
l i fe .  In  the music of  Phi l ip  Glass,  she f inds a pathway to deep 
at tent ion,  where an inner space for  ref lect ion quiet ly  unfo lds.



Biography
Mijung IM is an internat ional ly acclaimed concert  pianist  known as the Pianist  of  Peace & Nature. 
Her performances are dist inguished by clar i ty of  tone, contemplat ive depth, and spir i tual art istry.  
Through her art istry,  she explores music as a meeting place of sound, si lence, and human 
presence, invi t ing l isteners into a deeper awareness of our shared humanity.

She serves as Professor of Music at Hansei Universi ty in Korea. A graduate of Seoul Nat ional 
Universi ty,  she earned her Master 's degree from The Jui l l iard School,  her Doctor of  Musical Arts 
degree from Stony Brook Universi ty,  and later a Master 's degree in Li fe Culture Studies from The 
Cathol ic Universi ty of  Korea. She won First  Pr ize at the Dong-A Music Competi t ion (1984) and the 
San Antonio Internat ional Piano Competi t ion (1997, now The Gurwitz Internat ional Piano 
Competi t ion),  launching an internat ional performing career.

IM has appeared as soloist  and reci tal ist  throughout the United States, Europe, and Asia, including 
appearances at David Geffen Hal l  at  Lincoln Center and other major venues across New York, 
Chicago, Washington, D.C.,  Austr ia,  Hungary, Bulgaria,  Switzer land, and numerous ci t ies 
throughout China. The late American pianist ,  pedagogue, and cr i t ic Maurice Hinson descr ibed her 
as “one of the most important pianists of our t ime.”



Biography
Beyond the concert  stage, IM has expanded the art ist ic role of c lassical music through educat ion, 
cultural  exchange, and projects that foster peace. In 2005, she founded Music for One, a nonprof i t  
organizat ion through which she began developing ini t iat ives that connect music with educat ion, 
cultural  dialogue, and peace. That same year,  she presented One Nation: From Jeju to Pyongyang, 
a reci tal  project symbol ical ly connect ing the southernmost and northernmost regions of the Korean 
Peninsula through music.  Her educat ional in i t iat ives have since extended to Cambodia, Myanmar, 
Tanzania, and India through music educat ion, onl ine learning, and youth music programs.

From 2019, she served as Art ist ic Director of  the PLZ (Peace & Li fe Zone) Fest ival  in Korea's DMZ 
border region and later as General Director of  the DMZ OPEN Fest ival  (2023–2024).  In July 2023, 
a photograph of her performance at the PLZ Fest ival  was featured on the cover of The New York 
Times. Through her performances, teaching, and art ist ic leadership, she cont inues to explore 
music as a l iv ing art  that unites technical excel lence with spir i tual depth, invi t ing audiences into a 
deeper awareness of our shared humanity.



Music Beyond the Concert Hall

 Mijung IM performing by the sea in front of  the North Korean frontline barbed-wire fence.



Mijung IM performing at the historic war-damaged Jeil Church in Cheorwon, near the Korean DMZ



Mijung IM performing on the shore of  Korea’s East Sea



Mijung IM performing at Jejin Station near the Korean DMZ, featured on the front page of The New York Times, July 27, 2023.



Selected Performances
● <Wol fgang  Amadeus  Mozar t>  A per fo rmance demons t ra t ing  her  c la r i t y  o f  mus ica l  s t ruc tu re ,  tona l  imag ina t ion ,  and  ab i l i t y  

to  move na tu ra l l y  be tween in t imacy  and  d ramat ic  b read th .

● Watch  Per fo rmance

● <Freder ic  Chop in>  A per fo rmance revea l ing  M i jung  IM ’s  a f f in i t y  fo r  Chop in t ’s  inward  l y r i c i sm,  emot iona l  amb igu i t y,  and  
expans ive  sense  o f  t ime.

● Watch  Per fo rmance    Watch  Per fo rmance

● <Per fo rmance a t  the  Korean  DMZ> A per fo rmance tha t  b r ings  mus ic  in to  d i rec t  conversa t ion  w i th  landscape,  h is to ry,  and  
the  con t inu ing  memory  o f  d iv i s ion  on  the  eas t  sea  o f  Korean  Pen insu la .

● Watch  Per fo rmance    Watch  Per fo rmance    Watch  Per fo rmance

● <Ta lk  &  in te rv iews>

● Watch  Ta lk   Watch  In te rv iew  Watch  In te rv iew  Watch  In te rv iew  Read In te rv iew 

https://youtu.be/K5szUe81A_c?si=ej9bItCJRBpRjRFF
file://///youtu.be/WaPXIXvj0RU?si=WCBZI2iEdQkIGZ2Z

https://youtu.be/cMkheKmwu6c?si=UVrTX_r6bDHESCS5
https://youtu.be/ebOXZHd7XB0?si=xDkS2BrJHQ1BxVup
https://youtu.be/3RBmET0_4Hs?si=aQDktimU0jBb5h1-
https://youtu.be/QLA9hIY6gv4?si=F4w7BGwnWvPbpHVc
https://youtu.be/WBDHRLvgeSs?si=K1jwz3_qBXn7JkJY
https://youtu.be/wzIBs-jVN1M?si=Dwps2NZ07jASnp51
https://youtu.be/-zHnMgmeOPM?si=gOlmOC63XxV8yLwx
https://youtu.be/KTEHqzXg-CI?si=rawdKYgxRvAR-ks3
http://www.sctoday.co.kr/news/articleView.html?idxno=41826


Artistic Vision
An Artistic Voice Beyond Virtuosity
For Mijung IM, musical  excellence is  not an end in itself .  Virtuosity becomes meaningful  when it  
serves l istening,  attentiveness,  and human connection.

Her performances invite audiences into a space of attentive l istening.  Rather than projecting 
emotion outward,  she draws l isteners inward,  allowing musical  meaning to emerge through nuance,  
pacing,  resonance,  and silence.

This approach has shaped a career in which the concert stage extends naturally into the wider 
world.

Her work as a performer,  educator,  and artistic director grows from the belief  that music can 
awaken a deeper experience of ourselves,  the world,  and our place within it—through sound,  si lence,  
attention,  and presence.



Selected Artistic Initiatives
Music for One Foundation

Founded by  M i jung  IM in  2005 ,  the  Mus ic  fo r  One Foundat ion  deve lops  a r t i s t i c  and  educa t iona l  p rograms tha t  connec t  mus ic  w i th  
d ign i t y,  cu l tu ra l  d ia logue ,  and  human deve lopment .  I t s  in i t i a t i ves  have  inc luded  mus ic  educa t ion  and  in te rna t iona l  exchange 
p ro jec ts  in  Cambod ia ,  Myanmar,  Tanzan ia ,  and  Ind ia ,  as  we l l  as  p rograms serv ing  communi t ies  w i th  l im i ted  access  to  a r t s  
educa t ion .  Vis i t  Webs i te

PLZ Festival(Peace & Life Zone Festival)

Founded in  2019  w i th  the  suppor t  o f  Gangwon Prov ince ,  the  PLZ Fes t i va l  re imag ines  Korea ’s  DMZ border  reg ion  no t  on ly  as  a  
symbo l  o f  d iv i s ion ,  bu t  as  a  Peace  and  L i fe  Zone.  Under  M i jung  IM ’s  a r t i s t i c  d i rec t ion ,  per fo rmances  were  c rea ted  in  ra i lway  
s ta t ions ,  beaches ,  fo res ts ,  churches ,  bo tan ica l  gardens ,  and  h is to r i c  loca t ions .  These  concer ts  b rought  c lass ica l  mus ic  in to  
d i rec t  re la t ionsh ip  w i th  na tu re ,  memory,  and  the  landscapes  o f  the  Korean  Pen insu la .   Vis i t  Webs i te  

DMZ OPEN Festival

Appo in ted  as  Genera l  D i rec to r  o f  Gyeongg i  P rov ince 's  DMZ OPEN Fes t i va l ,  M i jung  IM cura ted  and  led  i t s  In te rna t iona l  Mus ic  
Fes t i va l ,  b r ing ing  toge ther  d is t ingu ished  so lo is ts ,  ma jo r  o rches t ras ,  and  laurea tes  o f  lead ing  in te rna t iona l  compet i t i ons .  The  
In te rna t iona l  Mus ic  Fes t i va l  fo rmed par t  o f  a  la rge  mu l t id i sc ip l ina ry  in i t i a t i ve  encompass ing  mus ic ,  v i sua l  a r t ,  academic  d ia logue ,  
and  pub l i c  cu l tu ra l  even ts  ac ross  the  DMZ border  reg ion .  Vis i t  Webs i te

http://www.Music4one.org
http://www.PLZfe.com

https://www.gg.go.kr/dmzopen/index.do



Booking & Contact

Website  www.mijungim.com

Instagram @mijungim

Facebook Mijung IM

Youtube Mijung IM

For performance,  lecture,  and masterclass inquiries,  please contact:

Jinyoung Lee

Artist Relations

Email :  mi jungim.com@gmail .com

https://www.mijungim.com
https://www.instagram.com/mijungim/
https://www.facebook.com/mijungim/
http://www.youtube.com/@mijungim
mailto:pianist629@gmail.com

